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Akron’s Director of Sustainability and Resiliency Honored by
Crain’s as Notable Leader in Sustainability  

Akron, Ohio, Dec. 12, 2025  —  This week, Crain’s Cleveland published a list
of 2025 Notable Leaders in Sustainability including Akron’s Director of
Sustainability and Resiliency, Casey Shevlin. Shevlin has spearheaded
several major efforts during her tenure at the city including creating the
first greenhouse gas inventory in the last 15 years, launching a climate
action planning process, revamping the city’s recycling literature, helping
the city secure a SolSmart Silver solar designation, and more. Shevlin is the
first Director of Sustainability and Resiliency in the city’s history.
 
“Our administration and our city have benefited greatly from Casey’s efforts
over the first two years of our tenure,” said Akron Mayor Shammas Malik.
“When we hired Casey, it was with a goal of putting increased emphasis
and focus on our city’s sustainability efforts and we’ve certainly been able to
do that throughout 2024 and 2025 with Casey’s leadership. Casey is
responsible for a myriad of projects which show clear results, and we’re
looking forward to what’s to come. I’m excited she has received this well-
earned recognition.”
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This prestigious recognition honors professionals who have made
measurable environmental impacts, demonstrated exceptional leadership
in sustainability and contributed meaningfully to professional organizations
and community initiatives.
 
Shevlin’s accomplishments and projects include:

Completed the City of Akron’s first greenhouse gas inventory in 15
years, which quantifies the current state of carbon pollution, informs
pollution reduction strategies, and helps the City measure progress
and asses the effectiveness of pollution reduction strategies over time.
Launched a planning process to create the City’s first formally-
published Climate Action Plan (expected Dec. 2026), which will outline
specific strategies for reducing carbon pollution and building
resilience to climate change threats like extreme heat and unnatural
storms – all while improving quality of life for real people and making
Akron a place that can thrive now and in the future.
Worked with Education & Health Strategist Richelle Wardell to secure
a US Conference of Mayors’ grant for mid-size cities to support the
Akron launch of Summit Fresh Mobile Market, a non-profit-operated
mobile grocery store designed to serve multiple food desert areas.
Achieved a Sol Smart silver designation, which recognizes the steps
the City of Akron has taken to develop solar-friendly policies, practices,
and communications that encourage and streamline solar adoption.
Launched a new pilot program designed to replace traditional grass in
City green spaces with native meadows that more positively impact
the environment and reduce mowing efforts/costs.
Secured an ODNR urban forestry grant to plant trees, upskill staff, and
engage community members in two low-canopy census tracts on the
east side of Akron.
Conducting an updated assessment of Akron’s urban tree canopy
(expected 1Q2026).

“I’m honored to be named a 2025 Notable Leader in Sustainability by
Crain’s,” said Shevlin. “This recognition reflects not only my work, but the
commitment Mayor Malik and our entire administration have made to
think creatively and collaboratively about sustainability in our city. We’ve
just scratched the surface of the work ahead and I look forward to
continuing our efforts with our community.”
Prior to her role at the city, Shevlin served as the senior sustainability
analyst in the Corporate Responsibility department at FirstEnergy, where
she was responsible for improving the company’s performance on a range
of sustainability topics, including climate change. Shevlin has previously
worked in a variety of communications, research, and academic positions.
Shevlin serves on the Women’s Network Leadership Institute’s Advisory
Council and on the Board of Summit County ReWorks. She is originally
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from New York and received her B.A. in English from Emmanuel College
and her M.A. in English from the University of Akron.
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