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Overview



• What is a Wild Back Yard?

• Why is it needed?

• What can you do?

Overview



• Dominated by native plants
• Wildlife habitat

What is a Wild Back Yard?



Why are Wild Back Yards needed?

Biodiversity!



Biodiversity

• 8.7 million species
• 3.5% plant species (primary 

producers)
• 28 animals & 2 fungi per plant 

species
• 75% need specific plant species



• Insect decline
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• Habitat loss & fragmentation
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• Habitat loss & fragmentation
• Introduced (non-native species)
• Pesticides
• Light Pollution

• Imagination!

Extinction & Loss of Biodiversity



• Plant native
• Reduce non-natives
• Provide habitat
• Reduce ecological footprint
• Spread the word

What can you do?



What is “Native”?

Native Species
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• What is “Native”?
• Why are they important?

oNative plants support ALL 
biodiversity

oNon-native plants are +/- sterile
 Support few if any native wildlife
 Invade & sterilize natural areas
 Account for 34% of wild plants

Native Species



• What is “Native”?
• Why are they important?

Native Species



Wild Back Yards



Recognition Program

Goal: 
Help residents 
improve 
biodiversity at 
home and 
reward them for 
their efforts!



Available at Nature Centers and at bit.ly/WildBackYards

Resources



Wild Back Yards



Wild Back Yards



Questions?

Questions?



Importance of understory plantings

Janean Kazimir
Interpretive Naturalist

March 9, 2023



• Shade/cooling
• Sequester carbon
• Prevent erosion
• Beauty
• Property value
• Habitat
• Food
• Biodiversity

The benefit of trees 



What is the understory?



• Ecosystem stability
• Sequester carbon
• Prevent erosion
• Protect soil
• Habitat
• Food
• Function
• Biodiversity

Importance of understory plantings



Planting plans often overlook the understory



Why does understory matter?  Just ask the Luna moth...



Other creatures that rely on groundcover



“Soft landings” – Heather Holm



“Soft landings” – Heather Holm



Examples of understory plantings

Black-eyed Susan, Joe-pye weed... Ostrich fern



Examples of understory plantings

Wild ginger, trillium, Jacob’s ladder, Virginia bluebells... Spicebush



Examples of understory plantings

American witch-hazel Bottlebrush buckeye



Learn more:

SummitMetroParks.org
bit.ly/WildBackYards
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